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Sustaining Colorado Watersheds Conference

Water  and Its  Importance  
to  the  Headwaters  Economy: 
documenting  economic  values  of  rivers and

protecting those  values
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Various Sources – See Report for details.
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% Streamflow Reductions Principally due to 
Transmountain Diversion Projects

% Reduction After Diversion Projects % Not Reduced
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Source:  Tourism Jobs in Colorado, Center for Business and Economic Forecasting
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Sources:  Estimated Use of Water in the United States in 1995, Circular 1200, USGS and Individual Ski Areas (Snowmaking)

TOURISM - Minimal enviro. footprint
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Water Uses:  % Consumptive & Conveyance & % Return Flow
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WATER 

Above photo by Pitkin Healthy 
Rivers board; 
left photo by Rick Lohre via 
www.mountaingames.com

http://www.mountaingames.com/


Grand Lake – Photo by Creative Commons
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“For Denver to do well, we 
have to have thriving 
mountain communities.”

(Former) Mayor 
Hickenlooper



Tools for increased streamflows
• Instream flow program
• Recreational in-channel diversions 

(RICDs)
• “Creative contracting”
• Local project permitting and 

development review
• IGAs and other negotiated 

agreements 
• Voluntary community-based 

reductions under conservation 
plans. 

• Others? 



• We are all linked.

• Water in its natural stream course is essential to 
economies of headwaters counties.  
Headwaters counties’ water needs are primarily 
nonconsumptive.

• West Slope is already compromised from 
historic diversions, and climate change will 
worsen conditions.

• Creative solutions are needed. We need to 
utilize all the tools to protect or increase 
streamflows.

KEY MESSAGES

Torie Jarvis
qqwater@nwccog.org

970-596-5039

Study available at 
Nwccog-qq.org

mailto:qqwater@nwccog.org

