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Regenerative Agriculture

Farming and Ranching with Nature



Why          
Regenerative 
Agriculture?

-Farmer Livelihood
-Environmental Impacts

-Nutrition and Health





Why, What, and You



“While attention thus far has 
focused on the impact 
of climate changes on 
the water cycle, the 
altered paradigm recommends 
concentrating attention on the 
impact of changes in 
the water cycle on 
climate changes”



Rainwater is an 
inconvenience and needs 
to be quickly removed. 

Rainwater is an asset that 
needs to be retained in 
soil/plants.

The main source and 
reserve of water is surface 
water. 

The main source and 
reserve of water is 
groundwater. 

Controlling Nature
Partnering with Nature



“If the FIGHT against climate 
change is a war, it’s clear 
which side is winning...

“I want to question the 
assumption that we can and 
should motivate the public 
with fear-based appeals to 
self interest…

“The ecological crisis is 
calling us to a deeper kind of 
revolution.”



“If everyone focused their 
love, care, and commitment 
on protecting and 
regenerating their local 
places, while respecting the 
local places of others, then a 
side effect would be the 
resolution of climate 
change.”
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Effective Rainfall: How much it rained vs how much was retained







VISION             Design                Action               Adaptation

Farm Enterprise and Family

Where do you want your operation
to be in 20 years?

What kind of lifestyle does your
family want to have?



VISION             Design                Action               Adaptation

The Land

How do you observe your land?

What does the land want to be?



Vision  DESIGN Action               Adaptation

Farm Enterprise

Balance the risks and costs of
adopting new practices and
enterprises with the values derived
from their implementation.



Vision  DESIGN Action               Adaptation

The Land

Ecological outcomes modeled
and projected

ROI of soil carbon, nutrient
availability, water, habitat,
resilience, and beauty.



Vision  DESIGN Action               Adaptation



Vision  Design              ACTION Adaptation

Farm Enterprise

Partner with organizations involved in
cost sharing

Create and tell the story of farming
operations for premium markets

Good stewardship is good business.



Vision  Design              ACTION Adaptation

The Land

❖ Compost
❖ Rotational Grazing
❖ Crop Rotations
❖ Cover Crops
❖ Keyline Design
❖ Habitat Areas
❖ Riparian Zones



Vision  Design               Action             ADAPTATION

The Land

Seasonal, annual, and multi-year
assessments create new priorities
for land regeneration



Vision  Design               Action             ADAPTATION

Farm Enterprise

As a farming system aligns more
with nature, the effort to control,
the energy to restore, and cost to
produce goods and services are
reduced



Till
No-Till

Regenerative*Degenerative*

TILL
CO2 H2O 

CO2 H2O 

*In general this practice leads to 
regeneration of soil health.

*In general this practice leads to 
degeneration of soil health.



Bare Soil Cover Crops

Regenerative*Degenerative*
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Annual Perennial
*In an otherwise conventional system, 
this practice leads to degeneration of 

soil health.

*In concert with other regenerative 
practices can help rebuild healthy soil.

Degenerative* Regenerative*
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CO2 H2O 



Windbreaks

Regenerative*

*In concert with other regenerative 
practices can help rebuild healthy soil.

*In an otherwise conventional system, this 
practice leads to degeneration of soil health.

Degenerative*
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Compost on 
Rangelands

Organics in 
Landfills

Regenerative*

*In concert with other regenerative 
practices can help rebuild healthy soil.

Degenerative
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5 PRINCIPLES









“When trees grow together, nutrients 
and water can be optimally divided 
among them all so that each tree can 
grow into the best tree that it can be” 



“For the true measure of 
agriculture is not the 
sophistication of its 
equipment the size of its 
income or even the statistics 
of its productivity but the 
good health of the land.” 



“The health of our waters is the
principal measure of how we live
on land.”

-Luna Leopold


