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SMPs should…

“Identify flows and other physical conditions needed 
to support environmental and recreational water uses”

- 2015 Colorado Water Plan 



SMP Key Ingredients
• Get to know your stakeholders & their values!

• Assess river conditions (geomorphology, riparian 
vegetation, etc) 

• Communicate science to stakeholders

• Identify & prioritize projects & management objectives 
(aligned with diverse stakeholder values)

• Get projects on the ground!!



SMP Challenges
• Limited flexibility in an over-appropriated basin

• Climate change - increasingly extreme weather

• Presenting easily accessible data on river health

• Why Should I care?! Gaining community trust and 
buy-in
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Why Should I Care?









Developing Meaningful & Multi-
benefit Projects



Prairie Ditch Diversion Dam (Before)



Prairie Ditch Diversion Dam (After)

Grouted Rock

• Boat passage
• Sediment transport



Lessons Learned

• Work flexibility and adaptive management into your 
planning effort

• Know your stakeholders and represent them!

• Gain community trust – this takes time!

• Find ways to present easily accessible information on 
river health

• Work toward multi-benefit projects that are aligned 
with stakeholder values


