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Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration Project Receives Grant for Watershed Improvement 

Actions 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Denver, Colorado, October 23, 2018 – Colorado Watershed Assembly (CWA) announces the Rio 

Grande Headwaters Restoration Project (RGHRP) as one of seven Colorado organizations to receive 

Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund (CHRF) grant money for the 2018 grant cycle. These funds will 

support on-the-ground projects that contribute to cleaner water, healthier wildlife habitat, improved 

recreation and vibrant local economies throughout the State of Colorado. 

Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration Project will receive $15,000 for their Rio Grande Riparian 

Stabilization Planning Project. The Rio Grande in Alamosa County is experiencing a deterioration in 

river function due to the continual increase in sediment loading caused by unstable and eroding 

streambanks. Streambank instability is further exacerbated by the lack of anchoring riparian vegetation. 

By engaging multiple landowners and diverse stakeholders, partners will be able to determine the most 

ecologically desirable and cost-effective ways to stabilize the riparian areas and improve the condition of 

the Rio Grande. The project will result in preliminary designs and cost estimates, which will allow the 

RGHRP and partners to secure grant funds needed to implement site specific streambank stabilization and 

riparian restoration projects. 

Casey Davenhill, Executive Director of the Colorado Watershed Assembly expressed, “The Rio Grande 

Headwaters Restoration Project has completed several successful projects leveraging funding from the 

Healthy Rivers Fund. This group clearly demonstrates the values promoted by the Healthy Rivers Fund, 

to work collaboratively with diverse public and private interests in communities throughout Colorado so 

we can all share the benefits of healthy streams, landscapes and people.  Hats off to Headwaters!”. You 

can help support this fund by buying a ticket and joining CWA at the Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund 

Hoorah! on Wednesday, November 7th from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm at the Skylark Lounge in Denver or you 

can donate directly to the fund at HRF Donation. 

The Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund grant program awards annual grants through a competitive application 

and review process. The program was established jointly by the Colorado Water Conservation Board and 

the Water Quality Control Commission, in cooperation with the Colorado Watershed Assembly. The 

Colorado Water Conservation Board is the state executive branch agency responsible for state water 

policy and planning. The Water Quality Control Commission is the administrative agency responsible for 

developing specific state water quality policies in a manner that implements the broader policies set forth 

by the General Assembly in the Colorado Water Quality Control Act.  

 

### 

The Colorado Watershed Assembly is a 501(c)3 Colorado corporation that supports collaborative efforts 

to protect and improve land, water, and other natural resources by providing the network to connect a 

diversity of interests with Colorado's watershed groups and other decision makers. To learn more about 

the Colorado Watershed Assembly visit http://www.coloradowater.org/. 
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