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The Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish
Recovery Program

 Ensures water storage and
depletion is in compliance
with ESA.
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The Fishes
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Colorado pikeminnow
One of the world's largest minnows, the Colorado pikeminnow once grew
to nearly six feet long, lived for more than 50 years, and was the river’s top
predator. Fishermen sometimes caught them using mice and birds as bait.
The pikeminnow, which has silvery sides and a green-and-gold back, was
listed as endangered in 1967, under a precursor to the Endangered Species

Act, andggyvnlisted to threatened in 1998. There are perhaps: 0 wild
plkeml in the upper river, and none in the lower.
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Humpback chub

st : tnderbite, and
a strange humpjusz “behind 11 8 ive for 30 years or longer and
grows 1o about 20 inches. The humpback chub lives mainly in whitewater
canyons, but also feeds on insects in slow-water parts of the river. It was
listed as endangered in 1964. One wild humpback chub population, with
more than 5,000 fish, survives in the Grand Canyon, and there are roughly
4,000 fish scattered throughout the upper river,

Another type of minnow, the bonytail, a gray-and-silver fish with a thin
tail and large fins, is the rarest fish in the Colorado. Historically, it grew
to about 22 inches and lived for 50 years, The bonytail was listed as
endangered in 1980, Teday, there are no known reproducing populations
left in the wild

Razorback sucker
The razorback sucker can live for up to 50 years, weigh as much as 13
pounds, and grow to more than three feet long. It was listed as endangered
in 1991. There are only about 500 adult razorback suckers in the Upper
Colorado River Basin, most of them adults over 25 years old. There are
perhaps 3,500 in the lower river. HILLARY ROSNER




Sea Turtles of the Colorado Basin
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http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general- WWW.NPS.ZoV
information/general-publications/briefingbook/2009Highlights.pdf




Sea Turtles of the Colorado Basin
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http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general- WWW.NPS.ZoV
information/general-publications/briefingbook/2009Highlights.pdf




emoving Barriers

Grand Valley Project Diversion IR
Price-5tubb Diversion

v Grand Valley Irrigation Company
Redlands Canal —»", (GVIQ) Diversion

Redlands Water and
Power Company

/ Diversion

Redlands Fish Passage, 1996

GVIC Fish Screen, 2002 GVIC Fish Passage, 1998

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-
publications/briefingbook/2009Highlights.pdf



Larval Nurseries — Think of the Children!
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Larval Nurseries — Think of the Children!
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Non-Native Fish Management

*One of the most significant obstacles to the successful
recovery of native fishes
« 24 families of Non-native fishes

Paul C. Marsh Marsh & Associates, LLC



Environmental Flows

Green River: Releases from Coordinated Water Releases (1997-2017)
Flaming Gorge Reservoir | Benefit Endangered Fishes in the Colorado River

augment spring and base flows, ) Reservoirs Acre-Feet
ROD Feb. 2006 ) 85,478 Green Mtn 829,607
White River: Future Water ‘ 232,344 [Hudl a2n419
Management Plan and PBO 110,862 Willow Creek 25,124
will identify flow protections 4,624 Wolford Mtn 179,703

Summer 2017 Flows in the 15-mile Reach
of the Colorado River

Duchesne River: Relcases Total Ac-Ft: 1,895,161
from Starvation and Big Sand

; Yampa River: Releases from Elkhead
Wiash Reservoirs augment spring Re v base B PBO
]nd buc " B()July l998 m(’)fsmﬂ' J“smtn' ase flows, Jﬂﬂn
15-Mile Reach-Colorado
River: Releases from multiple reser-
voirs (see table, top right) and irrigation
efhiciencies augment flows, PBO Dec.

Price River: Opportunities being
investigated to help achieve USFWS
suggested minimum Hows, Position
Paper May 2012
R > » AN Colorado Rivers:
a Reservoirs e : - ) Releases from Aspinall Unit
_ .. - il y augment spring and base flows,
s Critical Habitat R 8 < 1) 3 ROD May 2012

BO= Biological - o AEA w " San Juan River:
o’lllﬂl 15 F % b 4 Lake Nighdwru.
PBO = Programmatic ! - 0 : v completed in 2011
Biological \ W PE 3 e Releases from Navajo
Opinion Nr\. A ) ¢ e %/ Reservoir augment
< A : ) s
ROD = Record of T OONY ol Ml 7 o :&2?5,?2’:‘,6"""‘
Decision # R ) i QA o, '& : y 2
L gatelh T A
ol O ity i?&@ &
http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-
publications/briefingbook/2018-BriefingBook.pdf
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Habitat Management
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Matthew J. Breen, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources



Habitat Management

Exclude non-natives
Draw-down ponds/wetlands
*Maintain hydrologic connectivity
*Supplemental water source
*Control structures



Habitat in the Grand Valley?




Constructed Habitat

Jarvis Property

* Breached dyke
« Passively drains in fall/winter

« Still hydrologically
connected?
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Riverfront Re-develoment: Dos RiIos

*Mixed Use
*Riverfront Access
«*Fairly* high and dry
*Gentrification







Grand Valley River Corridor Land Ownership

Private — 20%

— (o)
Agriculture — Local — 25%

30%

I s 20 [ gerson

Government — 50%




Coalitions

*Fish and Wildlife Service

Bureau of Reclamation

Bureau of Land Management

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

*Cities of Grand Junction, Palisade, Fruita
*Rivers Edge West

 Audubon

*Grand Junction Economic Partnership







