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THE COLORADO WATER PLAN 2.0
Continuing the Way Forward Together



A SHARED VISION FOR COLORADO
• Sets the stage for collaboration, resilience and mitigating risk

• Shines a light on critical state water issues 

A STRATEGY FOR CWCB
• A CWCB planning document

• Highlights agency opportunities for leadership

WHAT IS THE WATER PLAN?
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“The Water Plan made a seat at the table for the environment.”

-
Melinda Kassen



1 32A productive economy that 

supports vibrant and 

sustainable cities, 

agriculture, recreation and 

tourism.

Efficient 

and effective

water 

infrastructure.

A strong environment 

with healthy watersheds, 

rivers, streams 

and wildlife.

“CWCB established the roots of the water plan when Colorado experienced extreme drought in 2002 and 2003.”

- Colorado Water Plan

CREATING A LINE OF SIGHT

ACTION-FOCUSED   /  INCREASINGLY ACCESSIBLE  /  SIMPLIFIED ACTION AREAS
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• Climate Adaptation

• Public Awareness

• Smart Government

• Inclusivity & Diversity



15 Events

20 Partnerships

1,231 Participants

DRAFTING 
JULY 2021 – JUNE 2022

90 Day Rollout Plan

& Public Comment Period

PUBLIC COMMENT 
JUNE 30, 2022 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

JUNE 30 ‘22 
draft update released

The Water Plan Update is expected to be complete by December 2022

SCOPING 
JUNE 2020 – JUNE 2021



The update’s conclusion, is a start more than an end – it’s a continuum.

There will be CWCB actions but the plan needs your continued efforts.  

The plan needs energy, creativity and radical collaboration
in spite of and because of all the shared challenges we face in Colorado.

“You can’t depress someone into action”
-Amory Lovins



“Climate Change is water change …and there’s hope.”

- Brad Udall
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SMP Outcomes: $ and Geography 

26 plans (2016-21) 

24 of the 92 HUC8 sub-basins



SMP Outcomes: Project Recommendations

269 Project Recommendations

From 11 completed SMPs

24 distinct project types, most are multi-benefit

Some level of funding for 25% of the recommendations





Colorado Water Plan & Basin Implementation 
Plans: Looking at Education, Outreach, & 
Engagement Through a New Lens
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